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of « similar 
our point. 
_ Alike untoward fortune attended the attack of 


7 kind—thet is, ‘Wo failed to cany 
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: ‘nbrth ef the Appomattox, facing Petersburgh on 


the eastern side, and the Army of the Potomac 


fronting it from the south, in 2 line stretching from 


‘the. across the Petersburgh and Buf- 
agen soscomergribandanete vests on Poo Oreek. 
es pase abr fy wa are not in Pe- 

as you fancied a day or two ago, Yet 


: walonceaiads weak Phe line of rebel 


. | works; on a commanding.ridge south of the city, 


taken “by ‘Surrm: on Wednesdsy, are but two 


inst. | sniles from: Petérsbnrgh, and thence ove locks 


|| right into the “Cockade City,” which lies in the 


|valley.ef the Appomattox, . But our line is now 


| advanced far beyond those works, and in pluces 
mot over half a mile from the town, which lies }. 
.| pexfectly-under the.-renge ef our batteries, and 
=, <-  gRaieSE On aarapee ee rer 
O°) shells: © 


thie | Ti thls! state Of fants I reedlly’ atietpate:the 


be 1 
4 * 


quéation, * Why, then, is the ity not shelled ?” 


‘Teany one who has a conception of the ground, 


i | there je», ready reply. vo this question. 


burgh lice in a hollow, and is pn both 


| bye the’ neights on the south, which are in our 


© | pessession) and by the. heights: on’ the. north, 


which “are in the enemy’s possession. Now, the 


| ddaault which carries Petersburgh must also be 


to push ‘over the river and carry the 
heights ‘beyond “Gominating} it ; for otherwise it 


t} could soon be meade much too hot a place to be 


eémfortable. In any other view the shelling’ of 
Paseraburgh would be « useless enterprise ; and 


| } if. we take,,the bombardment of Frederickaburgh 


ef a mon and boys of the town, hastily gath- 
ered up for the occasion, were ol) that met Gen: 
Jem ada eee ame pane 
RR en ie have bade 
dehance to the whole Army of the and 
panera otiger leer eamrgtoan 
operations: Burien, too, en the north side of 
the Appomattox, broke through the imperfect ob- 
stacks he met. and seized the main line of rail- 
road communication leading from Richmond. 
Mever was the Cesarian mezim, “Count neth- 
ing done till all is done,” more strikingly flus- 
trated. 4 few hours’ more daylight, the arrival 
aa ealumn of insoge, delayed § fw miles back, 


whole line would have been taken, 
and, the victory followed up, Botchargh would 
thet night heve been in our hands. 

_Ha ihn decien faled of realizntion io worthy 


ap a’measure, would cost ue much more in am- 
munition than the amount se-anlshicns sight 


reid iii 
RGM BOT BESIRGED. 


-_ If this outline of the present situation be intel- 


the notion which has been expressed in the north- 
ern press, that Petersburgh is ina state of siege. 
Buch a phrase; as marking 8 mere sfultification of 
ideas, might be allowed to pass unnoticed ; but it 
fe caleulated to give altogether erroneous im- 
pressions, both of the present position and of the 
future’ prospects of the army. A siege, in any 
other than the loosest use of the term, can only 
be applied to an army investing a city and planted 
on or interrupting its communications, Now, we 
neither invest Petersburgh nor are we planted on 

nér have we interrupted its communications. 
Begin with its Northern communications—the 
Petersburgh and Richmond Railroad. This was 
seized by Gen. Burizn at Port Waithal, and the 
track torn up for some distance. But Beavnre-' 
GARD was able to repulse Buriss, and this road, 
as.is conveyed in an official dispatch from Gen. 
Laz to Mr, Davis, has again been put in-running 
order. Looking to the southeru side, the commu- 
| nications of Petersburgh are by the Petersburgh 
and. Beffolk and the Petersburgh and Danville 
reads.'. Looking te the western side, ite commu- 
ications are by the Petersburgh and Lynchburgh 
Reilroad: Beginning with these in order, the 
Petersburgh and Suffolk road is in our possession 
—the left wing of our army rests across it ; but {t 
forms no pert of the communications proper of 
‘Petersburgh, because the terminus, Suffolk, hes 
‘onan, been mh our. possession. There remain, 
the Petersburgh and Weldon and the 


nh Petersen asd Leynahnigh feute These are 


its real commugications. Now, we have touched, 


at and in our present situation, can touch neither of 


: | make it the object of visitations from raiding par- 
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these. To tap the Petersburgh and Weldon road 
‘would require a development of our line several 
| miles Vo the left. To tap the Petersburgh: and 

Lynchburghi road is at present impracticable, and 
it wilh be impossible to de more than 


‘| setiously endanger our own communications, and 
‘| the maxim doss not allow us to expose our own 
| communications in operating against those of the 
‘Lepemy. In this cendition of things, te speak of 
: Petersburgh a0 as being under a “ siege” is « more 
| abuse of language. 
| With: reference te the question of the repair of 
toads, I havojrecently learned « fact, the 


} truth of which is undoubted, and which accounts 


for the facility and rapidity with which the 
enomy has lately been able to make good all the 
damage we have done on their reilread commu- 
nications. Gen. Lxs- nas, im conjunction with 


un MuLIPATY IMPORTANCE OF. PETERSSUEOH. 

| ‘This exposition, while that we hold 

no such relations to Petersburgh and its commu- 

nications as to claim ite being under a siege, yet 

te any ope- 

i against Richmond by ‘line. Peters- 

is, in fact, the key to Richmond; and the 
construction glia defences 
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Vigible, it will have made manifest how shbeurd is . 
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oT Lsatind as dist ecien ces Spun they the hak 
military enginesrs, Viewed from a military poin 
of view, it’ forme a powerfully fortified téte-dé 
pont, covering the passage of the river and the 
main line of communications from Richmond 
southward. 

Its relations with thet capital are, in fact, al- 
moat identical with those held by Baltimore to- 
ward Washington ; and were the rebels in posses- 
sion of the former point they would not menace 
our capital more than we Richmond, were 
we once in possession of tgh. In fact, 
not'as much—for even were Baltimore in the 


"| hands.of the rebele, Washington would still have | 


isolated from it, The rebel defensive 
dtawn around the city at a distance of about two 
nilles from it, dnd formed a set of detached re- 
doubts after ‘what is known as the “ German 
system.” 

Of these works, there were seventeen, mount- 
ing from six to eighteen gunseach,. They were 
beautifal in design and powerful in construction, 
| equal to the fortifications around Washington, and 


is 


4 connected by ap infantry parapet, the strongest I 


Mave gCl ern Ss My Sapien OO SE parts of 
the theatre of war. vii 

That they were left as inadequately defended as 
they were, therefore, can only be accounted for 
on the hypothesis—which, indeed, is no longer 
e hypothesis, but an ascertained fact—that Gen. 
Guanr’s manwuvres deceived Las, whose army 
was still o day’s march off when this line of de- 
fences fell into cur hands. The rapidity with 
which BedvneGsnd was hurried forward to the 
defences of Petersburgh, and-the tenacity with 
which it hay since been held, are the best evi-' 
dence of the kind ef resistance we should have 
met hed ‘not ‘@én. Gat been béforehand with 


at nate adverted to the nature of BRAUREGARD’s 
defence of Petersburgh. . This has been a matter 
of remark With the ‘blest’ heads‘in this army, it 
rivals his defence of Charleston, and stamps him 


army. .And certainly this .estimste is not weak- 

ened, but, on’ the contrary, heightened by s fact 
which has astonished every one here. It is this: 

_ the army of the Potomac has not yet met in front 
of Petersburgh « single man. belonging te Lee's 
army proper—not.4 man of the three: corps of 
Longstreet, Ewell o» Hill. The force defending 
Petersburgh cotisists ‘exclusively of the emhy of 
BEAUREGARD, With such acesasion outside of the 
army of Northern bienates as he may heave re- 
ceived. 

To pre Soa er te where Lep’s arniy 
» is, I can speak with no fullness of assurance. 
There may be a corps in front’ of Burien, and it 
is well known that, five days ago, Ewxi.’s corps 
Was sont after Huwrak. The other corps is prob- | 
ably preparing another defensive line, in case 
Petersburgh should fall. 

And this is the most unfavorable consequence 
6f the unhappy failure to teke Petersbargh - it 
gives the rebele time te form their plans, make 
their disposition and enter on expedtions of the 
nature of diversions, while the integrity of their 
yallroad communications allows them the opper- 
tunity ef receiving reinforcements. 

I have endeavored in this review of the situa. 
tion te set it down freely and fairly as it stands. 
If it is not precisely as encouraging as might have 
been hoped, I shall have misconveyed my own 
impressions, if it ie taken to be discouraging. It 
can be discouraging only to, those whose absurd 
lusions respecting the. work before this army, 
should long ago have been dissipated by the expe- 
riences of the past fifty days’ campaign. There 
is no let-up with this army: i is de- 
termined to ge. through with the busi- 
ness jn hand, and it will go through with 
it, if it be but adequately sustained. Peters- 
burgh presents precisely such « problem as we 
have already had half-a-dozen times before in the 
course of this campaign. I¢ will be solved by 
instrumentelities precisely similar to those that 
have solved all the others—it will be either car- 
ried.or turned. But of thie question the time 
has not yet come to speak, and with the bar on 
discussion of this topic which prudence imposes, 
I willingly turn to the review of some of the 
more satient points of the marvelous campaign of 
the past week--a tesk to which I am the ‘more 
moved as I have yet'seen no connected recital of 
ite eveats. Of affairs up to Friday, I-can only 
speak from what I have since gathered, but the, 
date have been drawn from official sources 
Of actions subsequent to that day [can speck as 
an eye-witness ; and having ebteined pretty full 
files of Richmend and Petersburgh papers, I shel’ 
attempt to connect the events of thie great move- 
ment inte something like an organic whole. 


Vi. 

FROM THE CHICKANOMINT £0 THS JAMES. 
The first peint:ot note is themode in which the 
army was withdrawn from the Chickahominy—.: 
iteelf not the least remarkable event in the en- 
tire mevement, 1 confess that, leavilg our lines 
immediately after the action of Coal Harbor,it was 
difficult to eee how the-army could be withdrawn | 
without hagarding shother engagement. Such was 
the. proximity ..of..the opposing line, in 
fact, that it was equally dificult to see how the 
army could either move forward or backward. 
Gen. Guant’s favorite manwuvre of developing 
by the left flank could -hardly. be executed in a 
movement conemplating such a distance te trav- 
erse; and it only remained te make a change of. 
front and rétire before’Lasz. ‘It was this difficult 
task which Gen. GRany accomplished with entire 
success. i 

‘he withdrawal from the front of the Chicka- 
hominy was begun during the night. of Sunday, 
the 12th. In contemplation ever since the 3d, it 
had been in preparation for severe! days previqus- 
ly. The front was shortened, works were throws 
up to cover the flanks, and everything wag done 
to. make the mevement “both rapid and secret. 
On this point. the correspondent ef the Richmond 
Enqvirer, writing on Monday, June 13, immedi- 
ately after {the rebels came into possession of 
“eur sbhandoned position, says: “For several 
‘days pest Guawr had “been” contrasting 
his lines in front, and when he retired, 
the length did not exceed “four miles, 
Perpendicular to the front were lines extending 
back. sbout the same distance, and running in 
every possible direction to protect his flanks, 
which, as well a his front and Tear, were very 
strongly fortified -” " 

_ Inthe formation of the line previously to leav- 
ing. Cold Harber, Bunxsips's corps (Ninth) had 


L formed Yee extreme tiabt of the ling, Weeey’s | 





as one of the most skillful soldiers in the rebel |. 


corps. ‘(eirtn) the right centre; Bures's corps | 
(Bighteenth) the centre; Hancoox’s corps 
y (Becond) ‘ the left centre, and Wannan’s (Fifth) 
the left, resting on the Onickaliominy, with the 
divisions of CzAwrony and Arnzs placed near 
Diapatcl? , 

But on changing front,\what had been. the 
right of the army of course became the left, and 
what hed. been the left became the right. The 
corps of Wniqur and Buxnsips, accordingly, 
formed the lef column; those of Wanagy and 
Hawooox the right colamn. ‘To Sutrn’s corps 
another réle was'assigned. Countermarching to 
White House, the Bighteenth Corps:on Sunday 
embarked on transports, and down the 
Pamunky and York. Rivers, and np. the James, 
made the cireuit of the Peninsula by water. This 
command reached the Appomattox on Tuesday 
night, immediately debarked, and, pressing on 
teward. Petersburgh, prought on an action, to 
which I will recur in s moment. 

On ‘the afternoon of Tuesday, June 14, the 
Second Corps (Hawcocx's) commenced the pas- 
sege of the James by ferry at Wilcox’s Landing 
| and Swynerd’s Wharf, two miles from Charles 
| City Oourt-House..., The movement. was con- 
tmued during the night, and Wednesday morning 
found the whole corpe on the south bank, at 
Windmill Point, 

The Sixth Corps (Wnsewe’s) began eressing st 
the sams time, by « pontoon bridge and by ferry: 
at a point a little lower down, and-nearly oppo- 
site Fort Powhatan.’ 

this appeare that the whole army was put 
in motion on Sunday night, and with such admir- 
able secrecy was the withdrawal conducted that 
the rebels were kept in ignorance of the fact until 
the next morning, when ail that they fell heir to 
was oar abandoned position.. The withdrawal 
racer pre ays en a 
pa 


Huasquastans Aaar Noaeasax Vinouma, 
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' The. failure. “to, discover. the enemy”. was 
doubtless a matter of serious moment with Luz ; 
but even this must have been subordinate to. the 
| puzzling query as to where the enemy would be 
} apt to turn up. Although the spesulations of the 
Richmond papers had for some time shown that 
the rebels were looking: to the possibility of « 
transfer of tlie uy ap te the re ee 


maxim of war never to do what the enemy wishes 
you tode. Now, of all possible moves, this very 
ene of crossing the James River is the one the 
enemy would naturally most. wish we should 
make, for it is as hazardous as it is audacious, 
and the rebels might reasonably hope, that with 

the srmfes in such ¢lose proximity, they would, 


pertunity to make us pay dearly for our temerity. 


safficient weight te induce him te forego the at- 
tempt of putting his ‘army on the south bank of 
the James that the rebels suddenly leaped to 
the conclusion thet we would aot make the move- 
ment they had speculated we would make, (and 
which we were actually executing ;) but attri- 
buted to an entirely different line of operation 
against Richmond. 

What thie,.was and the mode ‘in which their 
falee judgment affected their conduct, and the 
important influence this had on the development 
of the plans of Gen. Grant, remain matters of 
living interest, and deserve « little consideration. 

The rebels fancied that the withdrawal from 
the Ohickehominy was an attempt to make an-. 
other turning on their right flank—that passing the 
Chickahominy, wejwould turn up ts southern 
side, advance to Malvern Hill, and thence ‘aitempt 
to make our wey up to Richmond by the north bank 
of the James, our left wing resting upon thet 
stream, and the gunboats covering our advance. 
This is one of the best lines of gperations against 
Richmoad, and certainly the best line thst can 
be taken up on the.north side of the James, both 
as respects facility of communications ana se- 
curity of advance; and the knowledge of this 
fact was, no doubt, another consideration, sug- 
gesting to the rebels the probability of our adopt- 
ing this route. On this head, the Richmond En- 
quirer of Duesdey, eet in treating of 


would have put him Ine position te make the 
passage of the river, or et least .debouching from 
the oppesite bank, a perilous matter tous, The 
necessities of our situation obliging Gen. Graxt 


Instead, however, presenter G5 
himself acfoes the James, and advance to resist 
our passage, Ls, filled with the idea that- Guar 
was abeut to come up om Richmond from the 
north side, drew his army dewn all the distance 
from the Chickshominy to Malxern Milli, and 
threw it across the path he fancied Guany wes 


panting to seize. 

An inspection of the topographical map will 
shew that the rebels have here what easily 
form a powerful! defensive line. Malvern 
Hill across te White Oak Swamp by the Quaker 
road, is a stretch net exceeding seven miles: 
now the tenure ef this line by the enemy holds 
all the roads that lead te Richmond between the 
James and the Chickshominy, namely; the 





pase Rehr ty a im crossing, find an op- 


It was, perhaps, in part, because they argued 
that these considerations would have with Guar 


Cyaries City read, Contry! reed; “Longe Bridge: 
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road and New Market road. aca 
pose of holding this front im force, that Lax, on 
Monday and Tuesday, was hurrying down. his 
columne—e very different direction from that he 
would have indicated for them had he known the 
real movements of this army. 


this falee direction than his‘ own surmises; he 
was especially aided and encouraged in his de- 
Jusion by the motions and manauvres of a por- 
tion of this army to which was assigned the duty 
of reinforcing the rebel surmise of our purpose 
to move on Malvern Hill. This was ths corps of 
Gen. Wanner. 

In the withdrawal, Caawronp’s division had the 
advance and reached the Chickahominy about 
midnight of Monday. Passing this streami imme- 
diately by a small pontoon bridge, this division 
took position to cover the crossing of the remain- 
ing divisions of Waznun's corps, which being 
effected, it proceeded to Malvern Hill to mask the 
movements of the rest of the ermy. 

While Waxnss, on Monday, made this feint, the 
remainder of the army took up the teal line of 
march. The Sixth and Ninth Corps, forming the 
left hand column of the army, passed the Ohicka- 
hominy at Jones’ Bridge on 
the Charles City Court-house road, and struck 
the James River st Wilson’s Landing at noon of 
Tuesday, 13th, but bivouscked: to await the pen- 
tooning of the river. The Second Corps, by a 
‘night march, following the. Fifth as. fer as the 


Tuesday morning, struck directly for the James 
‘River by a road parallel to that en which the left 


interval of from eight to. ten miles. , 

And now, while the main columns are harry- 
ing forward to the James on Tuesday, and crose- 
ing iten Wednesdsy, turn back a moment to the 


Leng Bridge, instead of 
line of march of the, useaytyay Roethke 
east, toward the James, turned off due west, and’ 
following the Long Bridge road, advanced toward 
White Oak Swamp. 4 portion of Wugox's car-. 
alry division, namely’ the brigade of Cuarman, 
was thrown forward in advance.’ The main posi- 
tion having been taken up, detachments of cav- 
alry advanced en the road to White Osk Swamp 
Bridge and Riddle’s shop, or New Market Cross- 


bat, after some skirmishing, the rebels were re- 





the morning of Wednesday, the 15th, passed that 
river by s pontoon bridge above Point of Rocks, 

and began its march toward Petersburgh. On 

landing, Gen. SaurrE’s two divisions of Buooxs 

and MARTINDALE were joined by Hinx’'s 

of colored troops, and by Kaurs’s cavalry divi- 
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The rebele were able to offer stout resistance. 
in the meantime pean hewrtly: weanneee een 
the process of doing this they were 


eaken their force ot Bermodn Handed hn 
cathe of which a blunder',occurred. that 





hi anpears that the orders were that the troops 


But there was more to push Lah ferwsrd la | 


2 surhaogpen | 


‘Long Bridge, where it crossed at 10 o'clock of | | 


hand column moved, and separated from it by ap | 


movements of thé enemy. As already stated, the | 


to our advance on Thursday, beceuse they had} oog 


re os sheninge ser Oak Seto 


adil at a Win wate san nae ra 
erzar’s eoluma, which hed the uivance of 
army, and was making » foreed march in 
rection of Petersburgh, should arrive. Instiegd 
waiting, however, Beauregard withdrew 


. se saat tok of his sms't 

oree 

= ereeree 

two, when he recetved orders ‘to retire to his old 

position. 

prinients or wissen ay RAn-! 
Cock. 

As enya ot alent Tile Hei ob tle 
left ef Hawooox, and mt ot be Amare eg 
First Division, Second Corps, made 
the right of the sous lend whtahh sh had 


| pushed forward to cover t 


gictted 16 ‘éur lows=Mancock'en Thesesayaad: 

Friday having lost not less than 2,500; Wananit 

lpabubaanie 2 ee 

THE ACTION OF SATURDAY —2mn Arvin, #6. 
CARRY THE. TOWN BY. STORM. .. HA 

‘During the night et Priday, the. 

doned ll thet portion of the second line whick 


_— 


inary operations. “This was an action: 

designed to be decisive of operations on the 

ent position. Three different assaulis were 

made during the day—at 2 in the morning, 29 

noon, and at 4 ‘in the” ule Beles 

fail me, even if it was possible for 

from the ground, to appreciate the mass of tac 
ties through which the bloody action of Saterday 

wrought its way. Woe gained ground’; & brought 

our front close up te the rebel lines ; but it failed 

to give us the coveted position, and after severe 

lesses on the part of the Second, Fifth and Ninth 

Corps, night found pobarradiegsbea pes end 
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